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When the spring came, the sixty survivors were ready to return to England.  They reached the mouth of the river where they met Lord Delaware, who had been sent with more men, supplies, and a new set of rules, and from then on the colony grew larger.  Jamestown had been saved from failure and was the first permanent English settlement in America.


In 1610, the London Company was called the Virginia Company, and along with its new name, it had a new set of rules.  Under the old rules, each man worked and put the things he produced into a common storehouse.  The new rules gave each man a plot of ground on which he could plant his own crops.  He had to give a small amount (two and one half barrels) of corn to the storehouse and the rest he sold to the Virginia Company.  The harder he worked, the more money he received.  The plan worked so well that to any colonist who could pay his own fare to America, the Company offered large grants of land.  A colonist could have 50 acres of land for each fare he paid.  Soon there were numerous large farms or plantations along the James River.  When the colony spread far beyond the limits of Jamestown, it became known as Virginia.  In 1613, James Rolfe planted some tobacco seeds he had bought from the West Indies, and when he sent the tobacco back to England, it was very popular.  Virginia had its first money crop, and soon tobacco farms were stretched all along the James and other rivers in Virginia.


Until 1619, the Virginia Company and its officers had ruled Virginia, but the colonists asked for the right to rule themselves.  The company agreed, and it divided Virginia into 11 districts.  The settlers in each district were allowed to choose 2 representatives for their districts.  These representatives were called burgesses, and the 22 burgesses met with the governor to help make the laws for the colony.  This group was called the House of Burgesses, and its establishment was important because it helped plant the ideas of self-government or representative government in the colonies.

Questions:
1. Were the new rules at Jamestown more fair than the old rules?  Why or why not?
2. What crop finally allowed Jamestown/Virginia to grow and prosper?

3. Why was the establishment of the House of Burgesses important?

4. What might be wrong about saying that Jamestown became the first permanent English settlement in 1607????
