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Image #1 

"They arrived in Pittsburgh, one of the great industrial centers of the North, in large numbers." 

1. What is happening in this scene? Identify the clues that lead you to determine what is happening. 

2. What does this painting tell you about people traveling to the North? How are they feeling? What are your clues? 

3. How did the artist draw your attention to the basket? Why might a picnic basket be an important feature to notice? What ideas come to your mind when you think about picnics or picnic baskets? 

4. How did the artist arrange the shapes in this painting? In what ways has the artist created a "frame" around your view? 

5. What do you know about industries in cities, such as Pittsburgh, that were the destinations for Southern African Americans traveling North? 
Image #2 
"As well as finding better housing conditions in the North, the migrants found very poor housing conditions in the North. They were forced into overcrowded and dilapidated tenement houses." 

1. The artist tells us that although, in some ways, housing conditions in the North were better than in the South, they were also sometimes "very poor." What in this image suggests that housing conditions were not so good? 

2. How has the artist helped you to see housing conditions in a more positive way?

3. The artist chose to show this scene in a vertical, not horizontal, format. How does this help suggest important ideas about housing conditions in the North? 

4. What do you know about the housing conditions in the North? 
Image #3
"They also found discrimination in the North although it was much different from that which they had known in the South." 

1. What is the first thing you see when you look at this painting? How has the artist used color, lines, and shapes to draw your attention here? 

2. Artists sometimes use contrast (showing things in very different ways) to help convey important ideas. What is an important idea in this painting? In what ways has Jacob Lawrence used contrast to help communicate this idea? 

3. What other ways has the artist helped to show life in the North? 

4. What do you know about discrimination in the North and how it was different from that in the South? 
Image #4
"And the migrants kept coming." 

1. What is happening in this painting? Who are these people? Where are they going? What are your clues? 


2. Why do you suppose the artist chose not to include features on the faces of the people shown here? 


3. What ideas or feelings are suggested by this painting? How has the artist used colors, lines, and shapes to communicate these ideas or feelings? 


4. What do you know about how Southern African Americans traveled to the North? How could you find out more?
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